
 

Tuesday May 9, 2017 3:30 pm Port of Grays Harbor 
111 S. Wooding-Aberdeen WA  

 
1) Routine Business-Casey 

A) Attendance:  MRC members in attendance:  RD Grunbaum, Casey Dennehy, Kyle Deerkop, 
Garrett Dalan, Amy Spoon, Mark Plackett, Katina Gamleah.  MRC Staff:  Kristina Hollatz.  
Excused MRC members:  Al Carter, Al Smith, Garrett Dalan, Joe Schumacker, Lorena Maurer, 
Robin Leraas, Shad Kearse.  Guests:  Molly Bogeberg with TNC, Kara.   

B) Summary Review:  No Quorum  
C) Guest welcome and introductions:   Molly Bogeberg with The Nature Conservancy  

 
2) Featured Topic(s); 

A) Molly Bogeberg (TNC)- Coastal Vulnerability  
 The InVEST Coastal Vulnerability analysis is now available on the online porthole.  

The model was developed by a group at Sanford University called the Natural 
Capital Project.   

 When habitat is removed and structures are built, this can cause issues such as 
erosion and flooding.  To prevent this, other structures are built such as bulkheads.  
This saves the infrastructure but has negative impacts on the surrounding habitat 
and can act as a block.  As sea level rises, the natural marshes cannot move past the 
structure and migrate inland.     

 The model is run using 6 areas of local data.  These include, geomorphology (type of 
sediment in an area), coastal habitat, wind exposure, surge potential, wave 
exposure and relief (topography of the land).   

 This model has been highly peer reviewed and published.   
 

3) Standing Items: 
A) WCMAC/MSP- There is a WCMAC meeting tomorrow. Ecology has been looking at the 

comments and also feedback from NOAA.  The review has to be done by June 30th and Claire 
with TNC will be giving a presentation on ecologically sensitive areas.   

B) SMP Updates:  GHC Planning Commission reviewed and approved the SMP.  John Kliem 
received significant comments from the Quinault Indian Nation. He is currently working on 
how to address the comments.   

 
4) Member updates: 

 Kevin Decker- There is a meeting in Pacific County about Washaway Beach erosion 
and what is next for that community.  He has finished analysis for his project and 
Grays Harbor Tourism Economics.  Grays Harbor Tourism did release some new 
numbers so he might go back and use some of that data.  He is currently working on 
an infographic.   



 Katina Gamleah- Field trips are scheduled for the 30th.   
 Amy Spoon- Is working on the GH MRC contract amendment and will be sending 

Kristina a link.   
 Kyle Deerkop- Oyster farming is going good and the good weather has helped out 

with growth of the oysters 
 Mark Plackett- Clam digs are done for the year except maybe Mocrocks but the test 

results for domoic acid are still pending.  Festival season is starting soon for Ocean 
Shores and that is always a busy time of year.   

 Casey Dennehy- A beach cleanup happened two weeks ago.  15 tons of trash was 
removed but he is not sure of the break down per beach.  There was an issue with 
Terracycle because Lemay didn’t realize Terracycle would be picking up the plastics 
and took them also.  There is a leadership development grant that is expected to be 
funded again.  In July the applications will open.  Casey is now vice chair of the 
Sanctuary Advisory Council.   

 
5) Next meeting  

A) June 13, 2017 
B) Topics for next meetings-  Have a fun meeting in July or August, maybe a tour of an Oyster 

Farm?   
 

6) Public Comment: 
A) Kara with TNC- Over 1000 pots were pulled during the derelict gear project, along with lines 

and buoys.  She would like to get the information out about the derelict gear project and 
was thinking of maybe making placemats to have at coastal restaurants.  The MRC Summit is 
to be held in Wahkiakum County this year and she will be helping with the planning.   

B) Molly-  NOAA has updated sea level rise and this information can be found on the same 
website as Coastal Vulnerability.   

 
 


